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TELFER MINE SITE FATALITY 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.02 am]: At approximately 
9.35 am on 4 December 2013, a construction worker at the Telfer gold mine was fatally injured. Details of how 
the incident occurred have not been determined, but an investigation team from the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum is at the minesite conducting a full investigation. In due course, a report will be forwarded to the 
Western Australian State Coroner. As more and more people work in the resources industry, it is vital that we 
continue to make that industry safe so that every worker who goes to work will always return safely. The 
importance of this goal cannot be overestimated. My key priority as Minister for Mines and Petroleum is 
continuing the work started by my predecessor Hon Norman Moore. The Department of Mines and Petroleum 
continues to implement its Reform and Development at Resources Safety program and is working with industry 
to ensure the kind of work environments that ensure the safety of workers.  

The resource sector has improved its safety record, with fewer lost time and fatal injuries occurring today than in 
the past. In August 2013, the tragic death of 24-year-old Kurt Williams marked the end of the longest fatality-
free period in the resource sector in Western Australia since records began—729 days. But one fatality in the 
industry is too many, and yesterday saw its second fatality for 2013. We cannot be complacent and industry 
cannot be complacent. There is always room for improvement, and it should not come to an event like this for us 
to be reminded of that. Safety is and always will be the most important priority for everyone in the minerals and 
petroleum industry. It is the most important priority for me as the Minister for Mines and Petroleum and it is 
certainly the priority of the Department of Mines and Petroleum. Although this is a tragedy at any time of year, 
the lead-up to the Christmas period is when families traditionally come together and when we are always 
reminded of the importance of family. At this difficult time, the work colleagues of the construction worker at 
Telfer, their friends and in particular their family, are in our thoughts. 
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